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Mega Playground For Robert Siegel Directorial Debut
Customized Color Correction For RED Feature

(July 06, 2009) DMN Newswire--2009-7-6--Riding the positive industry feedback wave for his hit screenplay for The
Wrestler, Robert Siegel recently put the finishing touches on Big Fan, his maiden directorial effort which he also scripted. 
Starring Patton Oswalt, and shot with RED by Goodbye Solo DP Michael Simmonds, the film received solid notices at
this year's Sundance Film Festival.

In prepping Big Fan's national release in August, Siegel, entrusted color correction to NY's Mega Playground colorist
Mike Smollin and the Nucoda DI Suite. "Robert is very hands-on, and he sat in on many of our sessions," Smollin says. 
"Our CTO Terry Brown and I developed an efficient workflow process and customized NUCODA noise reduction and
image enhancement procedures to maximize the systems' ability to insure the sharpest possible screen presentation."

The project was shot using the RED One camera in 2K mode which required some special image processing. "We've
been experimenting with RED for some time, and have developed methods for getting the best possible images out of the
raw footage," Brown says. "We initially conformed the 90 minute feature at 1/4 resolution to matched it against the offline
reference.  We then bumped it up to full premium 2K size rendering DPX files.  Ultimately, we produced a cost-effective
high-quality DI that resolved all of Robert's aesthetic concerns and, it was printed perfectly by our next door neighbor,
Technicolor. The film's look is perfect for its darkly comic plotline.  Siegel is a skilled storyteller, and extremely aware of
the value of color correction in heightening his dramatic and comedic plot points," Brown concludes.

"Sometimes these Mega Playground guys seemed to care more about the film than I did,"  Siegel remarked, "I'm an
admitted perfectionist, but there were moments when what satisfied me wasn't good enough for them. Mike Smollin really
went the extra nine yards, fixing titles and other elements that weren't in the initial plan. The final print looked exactly the
way it did in DI. I was impressed with their technology, their size and their attitude. I'm not a 'techie,'" Siegel concludes,
"but Mike, Terry Brown and everyone at Mega was easy to talk with and not over-steeped in jargon. This was a great
working experience."  

Pictured in the Mega Playground Nucoda DI Suite are, Big Fan writer/director Robert Siegel (left) and colorist Mike
Smollin.
###

Established in 1994 as Post Production Playground in the famed Brill Building at 1619 Broadway, the company opened
the 45,000 sq. ft. Mega Playground complex in 2006 at 609 Greenwich Street in the heart of the thriving West Village
independent film community. Mega Playground provides High Definition post-production, Avid offline and online DIs,
Color Correction, Telecine, Dub services and production offices for feature film, Broadcast and Reality TV production
companies.
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Samsung BD-P1600 Blu-ray disc player
Consumer High Definition televisions (HDTV) hit the market just over 10 years ago. The amount of

data used for HD content takes up much greater space than that of Standard Definition (SD) content.
From that need came Blu-ray discs (BD). Blu-ray's name comes from the blue colored laser used to

read the discs. Read More

The 10 most important features in the iPhone OS 3.0
Apple has done it. Three mobile OS upgrades in two years. The latest upgrade, iPhone OS 3.0 (also
available for $9.95 for the iPod Touch), comes packed with features that build upon the already rich

feature set. So, without adieu, it is time for a David Letterman Style Top Ten of the best features in the
new iPhone OS. Read More

Altec Lansing Expressionist Plus speaker system
Altec Lansing has just released its new 2.1 channel/subwoofer music system, the Expressionist PLUS,

FX3021. Different from run of the mill computer speakers, the FX3021features dramatic piano black
cone-shaped drivers and subwoofer. The system's subwoofer utilizes a floor facing 5.25-inch,

long-throw driver that produces powerful rich bass. When coupled with the the pair of 2-inch speaker
drivers, the system delivers clear, distinct sound. Read More

MacSpeech Dictate 1.5.1
I had previously used an earlier version of MacSpeech's software on my laptop with great success,
and found many interesting features within software, including the ability to customize recognized
libraries of words, and shortcuts in order to make the software run more smoothly on the existing

hardware. On a Mac Pro, the new version runs more quickly than you can possibly imagine. Read More

Vegas Pro 8 + Free Vegas Seminar Series
Master classes for cutting‐edge video production
A $100 value free with purchase 

CLICK HERE!!!
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